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â€œOverseas aidâ€• and â€œinternational developmentâ€• are catch-all terms that cover a multitude

of activitiesâ€”and abuses. This guide explains what â€œdevelopmentâ€• actually isâ€”and explores

its political and economic roots. It shows what can happen in the name of development and argues

for a more organic, social approach with those it seeks to serve as equal partners in the process.

Maggie Black has written books for the Oxford University Press, UNICEF, and Oxfam. She has

worked as a consultant for UNICEF, Anti-Slavery International, and WaterAid, among others, and

has written for the Guardian, The Economist, and BBC World Service.
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"ACCORDING TO STATISTICS SHE DOES NOT WORK!" That is the caption below a poster with a

photograph of an African woman, lugging an enormous bunch of tree branches for firewood on her

head, endlessly trailing through the Sahelian bush. The poster is published by what is probably the

smallest and, typically, least publicized of all United Nations bodies, INSTRAW, the UN Institute for

Research and Training on the Advancement of Women, based in Santo Domingo.That poster with

its caption to this reviewer illustrates one of the many points, well taken and well given, by Maggie

Black in the surprisingly small, immensely condensed volume on "International Development".There

certainly is a wealth of literature on this subject out there, as well as journals, such as that of the

publisher of this book, The New Internationalist. There seem to be very few documents, though,



which in such concise, yet readable form present one of the most complex issues of our time.First of

all, let me state that this book with its handy format should find its place in the pocket of anybody,

anywhere in the world, in any professional and/or political camp, with an interest in making our

globe more livable for everybody, or at least giving it a good try.In at least one country you can find

in primary school libraries among all the school books and teachers' manuals, nothing less than

Clausewitz' oeuvre on how to conduct a war. Without any other comparison, it appears that Maggie

Black with this, her latest work, is becoming the Clausewitz of international

development.Fact-loaded sentence by sentence, the reader is given as good a definition of

"development" as you could get it.

Although there are many good books out there on economic development, 'The No Nonsense

Guide to International Development,' is a good place to start. Comprehensible for a lay person, "The

No Nonsense Guide," documents the main ideas in the International development process as well

as providing a critique of it.The author, Mrs. Black starts with an overview of the history of

development; beginning with the end of World War II and the independence of new countries in a

post-colonial world. President Truman dreamed of modeling International Development after the

Marshall plan which was currently rebuilding Europe. However, the cold war quickly escalated and

the emphasis of development became the containment of communism as well as the spread of a

U.S. Sphere of influence among developing nations. With the fall of the Soviet Union in the 1990's

globalization was emphasized; a process dominated by Transnational corporations whose main

motive was for profit.Transnational companies, government agencies of developed countries and

the United Nations have spearheaded most development efforts. Non-governmental (N.G.O.)

agencies have also become involved and have the best track record in development. However, the

record for development has not been positive. Much of the International aid does not reach those

who need it the most; illustrating that large infrastructure projects and trickle-down theories to

development need to be re-thought. Furthermore, International loans have also exacerbated

problems, indebting many developing nations. Meanwhile, the world is becoming increasingly aware

of the limits to growth and the impact of human pollution; creating new tensions between developed

and developing nations as well as highlighting development that is sustainable.Mrs.
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